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Abstract:

This study addresses the status of personal and social affairs, particularly customs
and traditions, in Algeria during the Ottoman rule (1518—-1830). It focuses on the
most prominent issues of personal status, namely: marriage, divorce, wills, and
inheritance, drawing on contemporary jurisprudential sources, court records, and
fatwas issued by Muslim scholars of that period.

The research highlights that the prevailing reference was Maliki jurisprudence,
alongside some influence from the Hanafi school, especially in the judicial and
administrative structure. Sharia courts played a fundamental role in registering
contracts and resolving disputes, and judges were appointed by Ottoman authorities,
selected based on their legal knowledge.

Regarding marriage, the study demonstrates that it was conducted through legally
documented contracts and that the marriage parties were mostly aware of its
religious and legal provisions. The issue of divorce is addressed by examining
various cases documented in court records (such as revocable, irrevocable, or khul
divorce), with a special focus on the role of judges in resolving conflicts and
preventing arbitrary separation.

As for wills, they were subject to strict regulation to prevent harm to rightful heirs.
Inheritance followed a precise application of Islamic law, in the presence of judges
and witnesses. The study reveals that these rulings reflected the practical application
of Sharia in Ottoman Algerian society, with some influence from customary
practices and administrative considerations, all within a framework combining
Islamic authority and Ottoman governance.

Keywords:

Personal status, social affairs, Ottoman Algeria, marriage, divorce, wills, inheritance, Sharia
judiciary, Maliki and Hanafi jurisprudence.
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