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Summary:

The issue of foreign trade and its relationship with economic development
is of wide importance in international economic relations, after
developing and developed countries realized the importance and necessity
of cooperation and action at the regional level, and activating integration
processes in order to remove all restrictions in front of the movement of
factors of international production, which enabled the liberalization of
foreign trade and the increase of investment flows. Direct foreign
exchange and benefit from specialization and international division of
labor to reach the highest levels of economic prosperity. Free trade zones
are considered a conducive environment for attracting and localizing
foreign direct investment and achieving economic development.
Therefore, the relationship between them has become a close and
inseparable relationship that has been proven by the economic reality.
Considering that the African Free Trade Zone is a market promising to
include a population of 1.2 billion people with a value of 3000 billion US
dollars, and a GDP equivalent to 2500 billion dollars, which turns it into
an important space for any African country looking to strengthen its
economic presence throughout the continent, and in light of strong
competition between major In 2020, the percentage of trade exchanges
with African countries was about 3.7 %, then it rose to 4 % in 2018 and
4.5 % in 2019.

This rise 1s considered a positive indicator in light of the strong
international competition, and Algeria, through its access to the African
Free Trade Area, aims to strengthen foreign trade and find a place for local
products of foodstufts, transformational and semi-energy materials within

v



the continent’s markets, and Algeria can also benefit African countries
economically by considering To its enormous agricultural potential and its
unique experience in the border barter trade, in addition to its emerging
companies, through which it can export technological services and
innovation to achieve its ruling goals of reaching $7 billion in non-
hydrocarbon exports, It also aims to get out of 3 billion dollars in trade
exchange with Africa to reach 6 or 7 billion dollars in the 2023-2024
horizons and work to attract more African investments.

Keywords: foreign trade, trade policy, Euro-Mediterranean partnership,

economic freedom and free exchange.
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