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Study Abstract:

Algerian family law is derived from Islamic Sharia law, and judicial
discretion is referred to in this field when there is no legislative
text governing the disputed matter. A family court judge cannot
exercise judicial discretion before confirming the absence of a
legislative text. Among the issues in which judicial discretion has
played a prominent role is the issue of custody, as evident in the
decisions of the Supreme Court, which consistently prioritize the

best interests of the child.

Keywords: Judicial discretion, family law, custody.
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